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(54) Title: SIGN PLATE FOR ILLUMINATED SIGN 



(57) Abstract 

A sign plate for an illuminat- 
ed sign having a light source in- 
cludes an opaque reflective layer 
(11) on its face that receives light 
from the light source. The opaque 
reflective layer (11) is broken by 
zones corresponding to a configu- 
ration of text, figures, and/or art 
design to be communicated to a 
viewer. The zones are covered with 
a light diffusion layer (25) on the 
side of the light source, and the sur- 
face of the sign plate facing the 
viewer and opposite .the light 
source includes a layer of reflective 
material (10) in a corresponding 
configuration that is in general re- 
gistered with the configuration de- 
fined by the zones and covered by 
the light diffusion layer on the side 
of the light source. 
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general register with the configuration formed as 
openings in said sheet of opaque reflective material. 

19 . A sign plate having indicia that forms 
visual communication matter, said sign plate being for 

5 use in a sign that has a light source for illuminating 
the indicia, the sign plate comprising: 

light transmitting means having two opposing 
flat sides and forming a basic structure of the sign 
plate ; 

10 am opaque reflective layer on one of the two 

sides of said light transmitting means; 

light openings in said opaque reflective layer 
defining the indicia; 

* light diffusing means on the same side of said 
15 light transmitting means as said opaque reflective layer 
and covering said light openings that define the indicia; 
and 

light reflective means in the form of the 
V,: defined indicia located on the other of the two sides of 
^£o^sa3& ' ;: £ ; ±ghtVt^attismitrting means in general alignment with 
said light openings, said light diffusing means 
generating diffused light when in the presence of the 
light source and projecting the diffused light through 
said light openings and through said light transmitting 
25 means to where at least substantial of the diffused light 
strikes the indicia light reflective means which reflects 
the light about said defined indicia and highlights said 
indicia . 

20. A sign plate according to Claim 19, 

30 wherein the light openings in said opaque layer defining 
the indicia on the one side of said light transmitting 
means are larger than the generally aligned light 
reflective means formed indicia on the other side of said 
light transmitting means, causing the highlight about 

35 said reflective means formed indicia to include a 
distinct outline of the indicia created by exposed 
diffused light directly passing through said light 
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openings and passed the edges of the indicia and to 
include an aura about the outlines from the reflected 
light. 

21. A sign plate according to Claim 19, 
5 wherein the light openings in said opaque layer defining 
the indicia on the one side of said light transmitting 
means are smaller than the generally aligned light 
reflective means formed indicia on the other side of said 
light transmitting means, causing the highlight about 
10 said reflective means formed indicia to be an aura about 
said indicia from the reflected light when viewed from a 
position generally straight in front of the light 
reflective means formed indicia. 
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FIG. 4 FIG. 5 
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